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Cable is a catalyst for further NGA investment 
Industry reiterates the need for optimal environment for healthy 

infrastructure based competition in European Union 

 
 
Brussels, 12 June 2009: The European Commission announced today its regulatory strategy 
to promote high speed Internet and is speeding up an investment race in which cable is 
competing with other network providers. Europe sees a growing need for ultra-high speed 
internet connections.  
 
“We’re big investors in our own fibre-powered networks. And what the Commission is doing 
today with its work on next generation infrastructure is to accelerate a race to invest further 
in infrastructure. As we see it, this is a race we’re already in and cable is well placed to 
compete,” says Manuel Kohnstamm, President of Cable Europe.  
 
The cable industry invests a great deal in the European economy and its capital expenditure 
averages 22% -- investment that goes back into its fibre-powered networks. Cable invests to 
the tune of €4 billion each year allowing services providers and applications to thrive on the 
internet and giving Europe the infrastructure to compete in today’s global new economy.  
 
Beyond new services such as high quality video that investment brings, these networks are 
also vital for social applications such as online home care, health advice, education, 
teleworking and home security.  
 
Cable Europe will remain an engaged stakeholder and actively participate in this consultation 
to reiterate the need for an investment friendly Europe that will continue to attract investors 
and drive infrastructure-based competition. 
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For more information, please contact:  
 
Gregg Svingen 
Director of Communications  
T: +32 2 556 21 02 
M: +32 476 490 603 
E: gregg.svingen@cable-europe.eu 
 
 
About Cable Europe 
 
Cable Europe is a trade association that groups all leading broadband cable TV operators and 
their national associations throughout Europe. The aim of Cable Europe is to promote and 
defend the industry’s policies and business interests at European and international levels, and 
to foster cooperation among its members. The European cable TV industry services more than 
94 million broadband, TV and telephony subscriptions throughout the EU 27 (around 70 
million households).  
 

www.cable-europe.eu 
 

 
 
 
Cable Europe Members 
 

 
 

National Cable Associations of Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, The Netherlands, 
Belgium, Germany, Norway, Switzerland and Czech Republic 

 


